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Luke 24:13-35

Two friends on that same day have already walked 7 miles away from Jerusalem.  They are so quick in abandoning the call in their lives.  The women came and told them that the tomb was empty and some of their colleagues went to the tomb and also found it empty but they were still walking away.

They have abandoned the LJC but He has not abandoned them. 

How many times in our lives have we turned our backs on the One who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light and walked away but He never walked away from us. 

1. Though we may abandon God, He never abandons us.

Luke 24:13-15
And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  And they were talking to each other about all these things which had taken place.  While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them.

Talking, conversing, discussing, arguing, and reasoning.  Picture of the church. 
· Tragedy hits, suffering and what does the church do?  Talking, reasoning, conversing, and arguing but not much praying.

· They don't get on their knees and seek God to change the situation and search the Scriptures. 

He looks at the disciples knowing they would abandon Him and He said, 

John 15:8 

You didn't choose Me, I chose you and appointed you to bear much fruit.

Hebrews 13:5 

"I will never leave you for forsake you..." 

2.  The cause of our disappointment with God

Luke 24:18-21 

One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?”  And He said to them, “What things?”  And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him.  But we were hoping that it was He was going to redeem Israel.  Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things have happened.
Everything is in past tense. 

He was a prophet. 

It wasn't that they didn't love Him or didn't have respect for Him – problem is in verse 21 – we were hoping…

They had lost confidence in Him to do the things He said He would do. 

What is the cause of most of our depression and despair in life? 

Lost confidence in the LJC to do what He said He would do. 

· Financial problems – “let your life be free from the love of mammon." "Be content with what you have." "I'll never leave you or forsake you." "My God shall supply all your needs.”

· Family is not saved – is He not the God of salvation? "If you ask for anything in My name, I shall grant it to you."

Is Isaiah 26:3 true or not?  Even if turmoil is around me, will He do as Isaiah said? 

Is Phil 4:6-7 true or not? 

It is true but we experience so little of it because we have lost confidence in the LJC. 
We had expectations and He didn’t meet them so our hearts become closed.

Early marriage

3.  Glory is always preceded by hardship.

Luke 24:25-27 

And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”
Suffering then glory.  This is the pattern.  Hardship then glory.
2 Timothy 3:12 

Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

The Biblical pattern – suffering then glory. Some of us get discouraged because we don't have the glory right now. 

4.  In our disappointment He invites us to invite Him.

Luke 24:28-29 
And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther.  But they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the say is now nearly over.”  So He went in to stay with them.

Acted, as though He would go farther. He was giving them a chance to ask Him to stay with Him. The LJC will only go where He is invited.  He lets us determine how much intimacy we'll have with Him. 

Whether we want to spend time with Him or not. 

Free to do whatever. Watch TV, work, etc ... 

But if you want Him, He would welcome that and be there when He is invited. 

5.  Result of inviting Jesus into our mess – Revelation and Passion.

Luke 24:31-32 

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?”
Jesus brings revelation.  We can see.  And He brings a passion for Himself in us.

Wouldn't you want that?  To know the experience of our hearts burning within us as we sit in His presence. 

Don't you want that? I don't want to sit in meeting after meeting, sing mindless songs, and preoccupy my time with tithing and prayer meetings.  I want to have a burning passion for the Son of God and if I want that, He wants it a million times more. 

Own experience with my mother.
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