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When we talk about equipping the saints, what are we equipping?  In other words, what is the end game?

Mark 12:28-31

One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment in the foremost of all?”  Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord your God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.’

Jesus is quoting the Shema – Israel’s basic confession.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

“Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

Everything that we do as a church must lead to this end – that we become more passionate lovers of God and our neighbor.

The Shema has ramifications in all we do at church.  It sets the basis of worship, discipleship and missions.

To know Him, to be like Him, and to make Him known.

Retreat coming up.  Why spend so much time and resources?

Like experience creates common ground.  We do things together.  We learn together, we experience God together.

God is a community – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Turning Creeds into Deeds

It’s not enough to believe it, we need to live it out.

The problem with Judaism and the Shema is it became a theological concept instead of a truth that must be lived out.  Let us not make that mistake.

I want to illustrate this by highlighting 3 different people.

1.  Amaziah – half-hearted devotion

2 Chronicles 25:1-2

Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.  And his mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.  He did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not with a whole heart.

He did right in the sight of the Lord but not with a whole heart.  One of the most tragic statements in the Bible.   He basically was religious.  Just went through the motions.

2.  Demas – consumed by the world

2 Timothy 4:9-12

Make every effort to come to me soon; for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.  Only Luke is with me.  Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.  But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.

Notice others, Crescens and Titus have also left but seems Demas hurt Paul badly.  Only Luke remains and only Tychicus was sent.  We don’t know exactly what happened with Crescens and Titus and why they went to other cities but we do know that Demas abandoned Paul and went after the world.

Thessalonica was a very busy commercial center so offered many opportunities for business success and the love of money.

1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

Lust of the flesh – an appeal to what feels good - PLEASURE

Lust of the eyes – an appeal to what looks good - POSSESSIONS

Boastful pride of life – an appeal to arrogance – PRESTIGE

The devil tempts us with these things so we had better be on our guard.
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Giving in to these things will bring about difficult results.

James 4:4

You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

3.  Caleb – whole-hearted devotion

Numbers 14:24

But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendents shall take possession of it.

Caleb followed God fully.  Only he and Joshua were able to enter the promise land.

Numbers 32:11-12

None of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob; for they did not follow Me fully, exept Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun, for they have followed the Lord fully.

Caleb fully followed the Lord.  What was the result of whole hearted devotion?

Reward – inheritance

Joshua 14:6-9

Then the sons of Judah drew near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know the word which the LORD spoke to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh-barnea.  “I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I brought word back to him as it was in my heart.  “Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt with fear; but I followed the LORD my God fully.  “So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on which your foot has trodden will be an inheritance to you and to your children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God fully.

Joshua 14:13-14

So Joshua blessed him and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance.  Therefore, Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite until this day, because he followed the LORD God of Israel fully.

Not many people can say that they finished well or that they gave their all, all the time.

Church history has taught us that a leader can do more through a handful of totally devoted believers than through a church full of halfhearted ones.

The largest gap exists not between the seekers and believers, but between less mature Christians and “Christ-centered” Christians.  The less mature, believe that God is for me, my plans, and my agenda in this world.  But the truly Christ-centered have given up their lives and dreams in complete surrender to Him.  

Something big has to happen for a Christian to move from self-centered to Christ-centered.

Always loved the name Caleb.  

He fully followed the Lord

Deuteronomy 6:4-5

“Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  

Christianity is meant to be lived full on.  Half-hearted devotion will bring misery.  It was not designed to be lived like that.  One foot in the church and one foot in the world.  The moment you do that you will live in misery.  

Martin Luther

Most people have just enough of religion to feel guilty about our sins but not enough to enjoy the life in the Spirit.

Solomon's Porch | 1

