May Your Kingdom Come 愿你的国降临 
徒Acts 1:1-11 

耶稣复活奠基上帝国度Risen Jesus: Inaugurate the Kingdom of God 

耶稣升天治理上帝国度Ascended Jesus：Reign the Kingdom of God 

圣灵降下拓展上帝国度Descended Spirit: Advance the Kingdom of God

读经和祷告
Act 1:1 [ESV] In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

引言
Peace to you in name of our risen Lord!  It is such an honor to share the Word of God with all of you. Thank you pastor Sam for your kind invitation.  Last week I WhatsApp him and expressed my desire to worship at Solomon’s porch in this Sunday, to my surprise Pastor Sam ask me quickly, “Do you open to speak to us?” What?!  Yes, I am so delighted to worship Living God in the name of the greater King than Solomon in Hong Kong.  My wife Xuguang, my colleagues Jeff Kyle from China Partnership and pastor Caleb Zhang from Thirdmill are here with me. 
I believe that every mature & influential Christian institute, including this church, Solomon’s Porch, all has her humble beginning and amazing developing story by God’s grace and truth.  I praise Lord’s miraculous work in this church locally & globally. God use you to plan churches in global cities to advance Kingdom of God in the planet of earth, including Korea, Singapore, and Japan. Meanwhile God leads you to plant other local congregations in HK to reach Non-English speaking folks, like Indonesian and Filipino. Now I am more excited to hear that the Spirit has led you to start a Mandarin congregation right here.  Of course, through years, many things have been changed and will be changed, but I pray that the founding vision and mission of this church remains true, “To know Him, To be like Him, and To make Him know” among nations, because it is biblical so it is always relevant in all time and in all places.      

I have noticed a phenomenon: Although Good Friday and Easter are very important days for Christian.  It seems that Church put more emphasis on the death of Jesus than his resurrection. For example, after Easter celebration, we go back to normal life as if Jesus had not risen until next Easter. What about the Ascension of Jesus? It seems more like a fairy tale to us, he simply drafted away with the clouds.  Modern people may even think that there was no SpaceX rockets back then. The ascension of Jesus is a matter that church just briefly mention it now.  However, In the first eleven verses of the book of Acts, Luke links the four critical events of the crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and second coming of Jesus in a narrative way in the final stage of the kingdom of God.

Would these events make us to pause and reflect on what are the important connection between the person & works of Jesus and stage of the Kingdom of God on the earth?  How would these impact each one of us on this planet?  We had better to know how to connect our today’s lives to the eternal purpose God has designed for us.
Dag Hammarskjöld（达格·哈马舍尔德），Swede瑞典人，他曾经在1953-61期间担任过联合国的第二任秘书长, 是一位诺贝尔和平奖的获得者。他曾说过一段话，他说， “I don't know Who — or what — put the question, I don't know when it was put. I don't even remember answering. But at some moment I did answer Yes to Someone — or Something — and from that hour I was certain that human existence is meaningful and that, therefore, my life, in self-surrender, had a goal.” 
I don’t know whether Dag Hammarskjöld is Christian or not, yet in large extent you and I would agree with what he wrote right after WWII: “human existence is meaningful, therefore, my life, in self-surrender, had a goal.”  If you are the followers of Jesus, as you heard a few familiar verses of the Acts from its beginning, your heart and mind should ask yourself a question: what and how these passages relate to original audience then to all of us now specifically ?    
Therefore, I pray that you would ask yourself these questions, “In what extent I still believe the promise of our Lord Jesus after his resurrection from death? Does Jesus really rule the world on the right hand of the Father?  How much do I rely on the person and work of Holy Spirit to complete the unfinished tasks?  How we answer to these questions and the degree of our commitment to the tasks would largely shape our life-style on this earth!   
I firmly believe, even today, God is using this church, and rest of His churches across world, in our generation, generation to come Advancing His kingdom until the glory return of our King Jesus. Until then, our task is still unfinished, and the kingdom of God has not reached its fullness yet. All of us need to be the witness of Jesus in any circumstance, whether in peace or war, in pandemic or post-pandemic, whether we live in Asia, other part of the world. 

In this morning, I pray the HS would open our eyes to see three aspects of coming of Christ’s Kingdom:
1、耶稣复活——建立上帝国度  1-3 

Risen Jesus: Inaugurate the Kingdom of God (1-3)

2、耶稣升天——治理上帝国度 6-7, 9-11

Ascended Jesus：Reign the Kingdom of God (6-7, 9-11) 

3、圣灵降下——拓展上帝国度 4-5, 8

Descended Spirit: Expand the Kingdom of God (4-5, 8)
1、 Risen Jesus: Inaugurate the Kingdom of God耶稣复活——建立上帝国度 1-3
1.  为何路加要继续他的后书——使徒行传？Why does Luke write the Acts after his Gospel
路加医生已经作了前书就是路加福音，请听那里的开头几节和结束的几节：
1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us  …… 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.（都是真的，可以相信的）。……【in end the Gospel Luke Great commission according the Luke】24:46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” [The whole book is all about life and ministry of Jesus from His birth, life, teaching, miracle betrayal, death, resurrection and ascension 从耶稣降生、传道，被卖，受死、复活，直到他升天的生平]
现在大家再听伟大的史学家，在他的第二卷书中对前书 — 路加福音的精简总结：
Act 1:1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
We have just heard a summary of the ministry and teaching of Jesus before his ascension. 圣灵透过路加有始有终见证的耶稣其人他的工作，和上帝国的降临的直接关系。为何路加要继续他的后书——使徒行传？这对我们如何正确理解和应用是使徒行传的前言十分重要。耶稣的40天的显现与上帝的国直接关联。虽然，耶稣基督在地上所行所说的是上帝向人类救赎启示的高峰，圣灵使用了四位作者从多个层面记录了这一切；然而，耶稣降世为人，为了拯救罪人的使命并没有从此完成。从这个意义上讲，使徒行传的目的正是要表明，the central message and focus revealed in the bookend of the Acts is loud and clear, that is to proclaim and advance the Kingdom of God on the earth.  Jesus even gives his disciples the roadmap for the tasks: in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. And he promises to give the never-ending and ever-presence power of Holy Spirit after his ascension. If you read the end of Acts, you see later Paul in his house arresting at Rome, the heart of the greatest empire at that time as the part of end of earth, he still proclaim the kingdom of God without hinderance。 

我还记得10前，我和我妻子进入大陆侍奉中国家庭教会，惊讶的发现许多教会都在宣讲《使徒行传》，依此为蓝本建立城市家庭教会。他们透过使徒行传来观看上帝的作为，从而确信在今天的教会和日常生活中，上帝仍旧是活的上帝，耶稣基督是昨日，今日，直到永远不会改变的主。他的国度仍旧在全地上扩展。而路加描述上帝的奇妙作为，就是从基督自己的复活开始。
2、复活—带来了上帝的国度 Resurrection of Jesus brings the heaven to the earth
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  【死里复活——在当时也是极其特别的事情】
我们今天活在一个多元时代里。一个方面来讲，世界很精彩，五花八门，应有尽有。每个人都有自己的世界和圈子。如果40年前，在中国大陆有人信耶稣信上帝，这不可思议的事。可是，在25年前，我回国参加大学毕业20周年聚会时，我一个哥们，问我现在干什么呢？我说在读“神学”。他接着说，“嘿，这倒没这么听说过，是个冷门。你成功的可能很大！”，2018年我和这位同学在香港见面后，他还和我一起去了两次教会听道。 然而，另一方面，在后基督教时代的西方，尤其是欧洲，最伟大和宏伟的教堂大都成了艺术展览（当然多数仍有聚会）。那个死而复活的基督已经不再为多数人信靠。经过启蒙运动和科学主义洗礼的人们，对于任何超自然的事都认为是愚昧和落后的事。几年前有一次在飞机上与一个白人女士相遇，交谈中聊到了各自的信仰。她说她很喜欢耶稣的登山宝训——特别是里面的伦理；但是谈到我信耶稣复活时，她很吃惊，她说那是一个神话—myth，现代人是无法相信的。这些人能够把历史上的耶稣，与他心目中的耶稣做一个截然割裂。
人们常说，所有的宗教都是令人向善的。为此，我们在与别人分享福音时，往往会遇到许多有神论者，甚至是一神论者。但是都是无法将上帝与耶稣拉上关系。双方都会大谈宗教比较。 而基督教与其它宗教（犹太、伊斯兰教）之间一个重要的分水岭，就在于我们的上帝成为人，和他受死后又复活了历史事件。如果我们的信仰里，把耶稣基督复活的事件和意义去掉，基督教也就不复存在了。从大陆出来到海外成为基督徒的人中，由于过去是无神论者，来教会后，解决了上帝存在的难题后，很快就受洗成为基督徒了，但是中间有一些人，并没有重生，没有看到自己罪的可怕，基督的至死带来的罪得赦免。一些人打算受洗时，其实还没有相信耶稣的复活是历史事实。
这是为何He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days
基督自己的复活见证：
Mat 28，马可16，路加24，约20-21：在天使的服侍下，先是向妇女、门徒们，从几个人，到几十个人，直到几百人。最后，还向使徒保罗显现（林前15：5-7）。
1）基督自己的复活向门徒们显现和见证极为重要，一方面，借此要证实他超越的身份和奇妙的工作。同时，他身体的复活标志着一个新的世代开始时，上帝已经在耶稣基督里开始了他复兴他国度的工作。
2）换言之，上帝在基督里的拯救作为包括在时间轴上两个方向的运动：一个方面，他向后看，他能穿越过去，将人类和世界的过去：一切的罪恶、死亡、阴间、痛苦，因着耶稣受死、降在阴间和三日后复活，把过去逆转——Redeeming（救赎）。另一方面，他向前看，他在原有的基础上开始将人类和世界，在耶稣里重新创造，揭开新的一页。就是我们所说的复活和复兴（Restoration复兴）。复活是对在死亡和阴间权势之人的答复，来给人类医治、提升，把罪人带到完全圣洁和丰盛（peace）的光景中。 
复活就是将人从一个要毁灭的权势下抢救出来，给他赋予一个崭新的新人。
如果你是慕道朋友，我盼望上帝使你看到的不只是耶稣受死，带来赦免任何相信之人的罪，今天也更让你确信荣耀复活的耶稣基督给我们他复活的新生命。若你基督徒，但愿主的灵使你醒过来，确信复活的主不仅在历史上复活，你今天不必活在一个空洞之神的理念中，你可以确信“这位在天父右边的基督”，也是在你周围的提供随时帮助的主，他是复活的主，在他最后回到这个世界之前，你我接着信心与复活的耶稣联合，在今天的每日生活中就能体会到不断向罪死，不断的心灵复活。上帝无时无刻的以全能亲自的方式介入这个世界和你我的日常生活。
二、Ascended Jesus：Reign the Kingdom of God 耶稣升天——治理上帝国度 6-7, 9-11

1、 耶稣升天——在中保位置上治理上帝的国度 Ascension of Jesus begins to reign the Kingdom of God（我们忘记的真理与现实）
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority……….  9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
去年读了Patrick Schreiner,The Ascension of Christ: Recovering a Neglected Doctrine。他基本的论点就是，“升天是一个关键的情节时刻，是基督工作的转折点。它不仅授权和认可了耶稣在地上的工作，而且延续了基督中保的三个职分。升天将基督在地上的工作推向高潮，标志着基督作为先知、祭司和君王的功能的转变。” 
由于圣经直接提到耶稣升天【这个词汇】的地方并不多，只有在我们今天读到的路加福音结束和使徒行传开头。加上我们对耶稣升天的含义本来就不那么清楚，我们就容易忽略升天的重要性。对我们来说，耶稣的升天之后简直就是个消声灭迹；连我们给不信之人传福音都无法直接让人看到活着的耶稣；驾驭升天如同西游记的传说，今天升天我们需要做太空船的。或许让我们忽略耶稣升天这个教导的最重要原因，是在于它被复活的主题掩盖了。虽然升天似乎是对上帝得胜的再次肯定，但升天代表着更进一步 — 一个新的阶段开始，基督从复活到高升到天父的右边掌权。
Patrick Schreiner帕特里克-施莱纳 列举了5个耶稣升天的重要性，时间不容许我在这里展开讲，让我简单几个圣经例证和信经的证据来说明：
1）新约作者用不同的词代表耶稣升天：A。约翰福音“我去于你们有益”，“我上去见我的父”，“我从父那里来，我还要回到他那里”， “我要被高举（十字架、复活升天）”，耶稣复活后说，“我还没有上去见我的父”。B，保罗在许多地方提到升天的耶稣，弗1.20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places，2.6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus；4.8: When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.”  C 普通书信：希伯来书主要涉及基督目前作为天上圣所中被高举后的祭司工作（来1：8；4：14，16；6：19-20；8：1；9：12，24；12：2）。毫不奇怪，约翰在启示录中的异象也以在宝座中看到的那位主为中心（启1：13）。在圣灵中，约翰看到了宝座和坐在宝座上的那位，他得到了荣耀、尊贵和能力（4：2，9-10）。在宝座和四活物之间，在长老中间，约翰看到一只被杀的羔羊站着（5：6）。羔羊与上帝同在，在宝座上受敬拜（5：13）。
为此，神学家说，“虽然升天很少被明确提及，但新约却将其置于中心位置。升天揭示了弥赛亚的高升与得胜，完成了他在地上的工作，保证了他目前的主权，打破了天地之间的障碍，从而圣灵浇灌下来，并保证了他的再来。新约作者运用这一事件来安慰他们的读者，呼唤他们的圣洁，并帮助他们忍受痛苦。一句话，若没有耶稣的复活就没有基督教， 同样，若没有基督的升天，基督教也不会存在到现在。阿门！”
2）使徒信经和其他的大公信经中，都有升天掌权
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
      and born of the virgin Mary.
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died, and was buried;
      he descended to hell.
      The third day he rose again from the dead.
      He ascended to heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
【应用】这对教会有什么现实意义和应用呢？ 
耶稣给了彼得和历代所有教会一个宝贵的承诺，" 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. "。 (马太福音16:18)。 现在，复活的耶稣从哪里积极地在彼得认信的基础上建立他的教会？  答案是，升天的耶稣现在正在天父的右边建立了他在地上的教会，他已经做了近两千年了。 我们可能知道这个事实，但我们常常忽略了耶稣继续担任他的三重职务对目前教会在地上的全部事工的影响。 为了恢复被忽视的基督升天的教义，帕特里克-施莱纳（Patrick Schreiner）在将耶稣在地上的三重职分与他在天上的职分进行对比时这样说的：
“The ascension culminated Christ’s earthly work and marks a shift and climax in the Messiah’s three key roles. It not only confirms Christ’s work but continues Christ’s work. He once labored on the earth; now he labors in heaven. Jesus previously possessed these stations, but his session was the “definitive—irrefutable—declaration of his inherent dignity.”

In fact, Jesus’ rule over heaven and earth is the foundation for our witness on the earth.

2、 基督再来——成全上帝的国度 Return of Jesus will complete the Kingdom of God（我们的真实盼望）
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
在实际层面上，升天有广泛的应用，包括个人和群体的。教会拥有了天上公民身份，是为了回应基督目前的缺席，并期待基督作为君王和审判者的归来。使徒行传1:11中的两位天使宣布耶稣将以他被接走的方式回来。
前面我说过，使徒行传的开头11节经文，高度浓缩了耶稣的受难，复活，升天和再来，以一种叙述的方式与上帝国度的最后阶段链接在一起。这是因为耶稣和圣灵让他们明白旧约预言与耶稣的应验：比如耶稣被审判审判时，他有时一句话都不回答，但是论到他的身份和工作时，他立刻把自己与旧约联系起来。在祭司审问耶稣时的对话（太26:63-64）：63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
耶稣显然在暗示他是但以理书7章末世的预言中人子的异象：7: 13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

基督的国度就在这里，正在扩张，并将再次全然到来。它通过圣灵在每一处的地方教会的开花结果。耶稣升天是宇宙性的（耶稣在天上的统治），政治性的（耶稣是主/对比凯撒是主），和圣礼性的（教会在圣礼再现这福音）。耶稣对天与地的统治是我们在地上见证国度的基础。基于耶稣是天地之主，我们今天呼吁万人今天就顺服他、归信他，敬拜他。因为今天耶稣在临这个星球要比使徒行传写成时更近了。
我们不仅相信耶稣复活，把上帝国建立在了地上；而耶稣升天，表明他开始全球范围治理天上地下的上帝国度，有一天一定要以王者风范凯旋归来； 最后，我们要看我们见证上帝国度的能力来源。
三、Descended Spirit: Empower the Kingdom of God

圣灵降下—见证上帝国度 4-5, 6, 8
1、教会的聚集与圣灵的能力 Gathering of Church & Power of Holy Spirit         
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

基督徒的聚集十分重要，这是教会这个名字的含义，被召聚会的人。然而这一段等候的聚会十分特别。通常的人们聚集，靠的是人多势众。但是教会聚集的关键在于时否有基督在他们中间，是否有他的圣灵同在。因为教会中的人深知自己的无能，在教会中的人，无论是古今中外的名人，还是极为普通人，都需要从那个拿色勒人——耶稣，教会的元首身上得到能力，找到能力的源泉。教会在聚集中被耶稣复活升天的道喂养，被使耶稣死里复活的圣灵能力浇灌，教会一同聚集时，上帝的同在是强化的。
这个奴仆君王的国度2000前降临的这个世界上，没有用一兵一卒，却降服了罗马帝国。虽然他的教会有不尽人意地方；但是归向耶稣，寻求能力、盼望、和引导的人却源源不断。这些领受能力的人，就能面对人生中的罪、死亡、疾病、家庭、工作、学业难题。无论哪个时代，你几乎都可以在世界的每一区域，找到上帝的家、基督身体——教会。日不落帝国既不是过去的英国，也不是现在美国，也不是将来的中国。耶稣基督的国度才是个名副其实的日不落帝国。
因为这个最有智慧的统帅，知道他们每一个士兵和国民的弱点和难处。他们都是年年常立志，但自己没有能力改变这些根本性的问题。当主耶稣升天时，这个以马内利，保证要与信靠他的人同在的圣子，就向当时的门徒们极大的应许： 
6 So when they had come together……8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
古老的应许：在旧约时只与君王、先知和祭们同在的圣灵，却在末后的世代降临在每一个跟随基督的人生上。从一个角度讲，使徒行传就是基督之灵的行传。是上帝的第三个位格，零距离的上帝——圣灵来充满使徒、门徒，每一个跟随耶稣的人身上，透过使徒，耶稣成就了比他自己地上还大的事。
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. ……….  16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever
使徒当年所做的一切，从这个角度看，其实都是圣灵对圣父和基督的见证。圣灵在使徒和一世纪教会身上的见证同样是划时代的，因为他们直接领受了圣灵启示，默示了圣经。第一世纪的教会有使徒权威的教导和解读和应用。
今天圣灵继续使用成文的圣道，把耶稣基督成就的救恩，实施在每一位愿意信靠他的人身上。每一个重生的得救，受洗归入三一神的人，都是受圣灵洗的人。圣灵乐意在我们这些基督的跟随者们身上显明他的能力和见证出他的真实。
圣灵的能力如何临到我们身上的呢？１）借着神的话进入到我们内心，重生我们；当我们悔改接受耶稣基督时，透过祷告圣灵就内在我们里面；２）圣灵的洗往往与重生相连，在我们个人经历中，当人在教会奉圣父、圣子和圣灵的名，受水洗归入基督和教会的时候，我们可是说这就是圣灵的外在的洗。３）圣灵的充满，可以多次的，每一次基督在我们身上得胜，都是圣灵充满，顺服圣道的结果。
我会极力鼓励已经悔改信靠耶稣的人，尽快参加受洗课程，接受水礼和圣灵的洗，得着上帝在基督里为你预备的圆满祝福和能力。
2、国度的复兴与圣灵的能力 Restoration and Power of Kingdom
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
过去的这5年，2020-2025是一年比一年更加动荡不安的年代。美国的左右的两极化，中美对抗贸易战，全球2年的疫情，持续了8年的俄乌战争，1.5年半以前突然升级，至今尚未停火。目前，世界各地的人们也都为不同的理由聚集，都盼望自己的民族和国家，城市恢复，得到复兴。这几年有一种力量，在逆转这十几年全球化，世界变得更加地缘、地域主义，各种不同文化／文明／宗教的冲突更加激烈。当年的使徒们也在问，Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?
这些文化、区域、理念、宗族和宗教的冲突，让我想起1993年美国
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哈佛大学教授塞缪尔·P·亨廷顿《文明冲突论》（英语：The Clash of Civilizations）。1996年，此文章又被拓展为一本专书，取名为《文明的冲突与世界秩序的重建》（The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order）。Samuel Huntington认为六大现代文明（印度、伊斯兰、东正教、中华、日本和西方），加上三大候选文明（非洲、拉美和佛教），这九大文明之间在冷战之后，可能发生文明冲突。他的一些结论至今读起来仍旧感到一种先知性的远见：
· 西方大国主导时代在终结，可能转化为不同阵营
· 新兴大国反西方且偏爱自己的文化规范
· 以内部文化价值做为个人和政治认同日渐重要（性身份，政治正确，平权法案等）
即使Samuel Huntington的一些预测正在上演，我们要问，究竟什么样力量能够主宰最后的文明？哪一种力量的聚集能力够永久地统管天下？
记得耶稣说的吗？ 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
虽然世界一刻都离不开圣灵，因为祂是上帝，但是耶稣这里讲的圣灵降临在教会身上，是一种特别同在的能力。这是一种再创造的能力，让教会提前进入将来的世代，形成最后的文明，能够见证基督，抑制邪恶，建立新文化，存到永远的新国度。
3、拓展在全地的国度 Advance the Kingdom on Earth
8 …….., and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Advance KOG through witness
１）什么是作耶稣基督的见证？原文你们“将是我的见证”。使徒和门徒们被圣灵浇灌的核心使命是成为基督地上的见证人，特别是耶稣复活升天的见证人，和见证上帝国度的临到全地。
根据使徒行传记载，当使徒们出去传扬耶稣的信息时，他们强调了复活和升天与圣灵的降下。彼得的五次讲道都或明确或暗提到复活和升天，与圣灵浇灌，使徒行传中的大部分讲道也是如此。
Act 2:  32 這耶穌，上帝已經叫他復活了，我們都為這事作見證。33 他既被上帝的右手高舉，又從父受了所應許的聖靈，就把你們所看見所聽見的，澆灌下來。
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.
Act 5: 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, …….32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
保罗讲道的核心也是如此，而且突出上帝的国度与耶稣受死复活升天的直接关系，极其圣灵的作为。在他被带到罗马后， 路加总结保罗的讲道时，提到：
28：30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 
２）耶路撒冷、犹太全地，和撒玛利亚，直到地极做见证：
１－７章：

耶路撒冷
８－１２章

犹太全地，和撒玛利亚
１３－２８章
直到地极
感谢主，初代教会没有违背耶稣的让他们做见证的路径。今天的教会正把上帝的国度在继续向地极的拓展。 一个最好为基督赢得城市的方式，就是不断建立新的教会——若没有使徒建立第一代新约教会，我们今天的新约只剩下4本福音书了，因为就连启示录都有7间确实的、亚西亚的教会。
若大家注意分析一下保罗的4次的宣教旅程，很快就发现的在希罗世界建立教会的策略：即在重要的城市——文化，经济，商业，政治，教育，艺术，宗教中心建立教会。
感谢主，你们教会是一个不断建立新教会的使命性教会，已有了三家聚会堂点，求主装备更多的门徒领袖，将来建立更堂点。
当代的普世教会都在向地极传福音，扩展上帝国度到福音未得之地的时代。在北美有一个教会植堂网络就起名，Acts.29 （使徒行传29章）， 接续使徒行传的使命。从一个应用的角度来说，我们每一个人和整个教会都要问自己：
哪里是我们的耶路撒冷？— 家门口的华人吗？；
哪里是我们的犹太全地，和撒玛利亚？——多伦多，安大略省的华人，下一代，北美的其他族群，和中国、台湾，和全球的华人等等
哪里是我们的地极？— 本地和全球的不同族群，非华人，非亚裔的人 【和一个美国姐妹对话，和ITS的缅甸神学生的谈话，在印地安波利斯尽然有近3万的缅甸难民，不少是基督徒。
结语
耶稣复活——建立上帝国度  Risen Jesus: Establish the Kingdom of God 

耶稣升天——治理上帝国度Ascended Jesus：Reign the Kingdom of God 

圣灵降下——见证上帝国度Descended Spirit: Witness Kingdom of God

归根到一点上，都是见证上帝的国度：先是主耶稣基督自己复活见证上帝国度已经来到地上，然后是耶稣基督的升天，见证他在天上治理国度，同管万有；最后圣灵大能见证上帝的国度的拓展，是透过起初的使徒，历代教会，最后还包括我们这一代也成为了基督国度的见证人。
后疫情时代的北美教会将会怎样寻求上帝的国和上帝的义呢？但愿2000年前从死里复活耶稣，借着他升天掌权，圣灵降教会中，已经带来上帝的国度，继续在扩展上帝的国度，知道主再来成全上帝的国，让上帝国度的福音成为今天教会聚集和宣讲的焦点。
在我们被呼召南征北战、得地为业的天国使命时，1）记住谁是我们元帅？——上帝和耶稣，2）什么是我们的兵器？——上帝的话/圣道，3）谁是我们的能力来源？——圣灵，4）谁被征召成为耶和华的军队？圣约子民/整体的教会，那是我们的要得土地？全地/上帝的国度疆界。
让我们带着同一个信念，在就是深信从死人中复活的主，已经升天掌权为主2000多年了，已经借着圣灵赐下了他亲自的同在，上帝确实在我们中间行事作王，愿耶稣和使徒所行所教训的见证，能够改变我们，让我们一同祈求和拓展上帝的国度——让这个目标成为你我的人生目的。
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