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Text: Ephesians 3:1-13

Purpose: To teach the congregation to live out God’s many-sided wisdom to make it known to the spiritual realm by being in unity

Theme: God’s manifold wisdom is made known to the spiritual realm through those who are weak.

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever been compared to a super-duper kid who happened to live next door to you or one of your cousins who had 2400 in SAT?  We compare and compete against each other according to wrong standard.  Unfortunately, even the church prefers the strong and the learned and keeps its distance from the weak and the vulnerable inadvertently ending up shutting out the glory of God from reaching to the spiritual realm. However, Bible teaches that God prefers those who know what it means to fail because only then we truly realize that we are not in control. 
God chooses inferior things and weak people to do His great work in order to teach us that it is not up to us but our battle belongs to Him.  

Not only that but God wants us to empower the weak and the downcast to proclaim His Good News and His power to the fallen world and to the spiritual realm.    

MAIN BODY

Paul begins with audacious claims of his ministry which was hidden from the eyes of all men until his ministry began.  It is an outrageous claim that not a soul in all human history had the understanding of the mystery of God and he was one that was chosen and commissioned for this ministry.  He was not apologetic about it.
Greatest Mission

…my insight to the mystery of Christ, which in other generation was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Ephesians 3:5-6

Indeed, it was the greatest mission anyone received from the hand of God.  All the prophets of old, kings and poets only understood the parts and bits of the grand scheme of God which was to bring reconciliation to all humanity by the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ.  
It was not Peter or John who understood this but a former enemy of the church Paul the terrible and this tremendous ministry was given to him.  Now, we can see why Paul goes on and on about his apostolic authority to preach this message to the gentiles (non-Jews).  When everyone else was busy preaching good news exclusively to the Jews the members of Antioch church sent out missionaries Barnabas and Paul to the gentiles.
What is our message as the Church of Jesus Christ?  What has God given us to reveal at this time of human history?
Priesthood of All Believers (Reformation)

Balance of the Word and the Spirit (It is not “either or” but “both and”)

People need to be equipped to do the work of God through their life and career

God has provided the equippers through fivefold ministers
Paul was humble without diminishing the importance of the call of God in his life.  Yes, Paul’s mission was the most critical mission in all human history but God has chosen most unlikely person (least of all saints) to carry it out.  
I want you to know that this was not a false humility or low self-esteem but a true estimation of himself due to his former life.  Paul remembered his former life as the enemy of the cross not to be limited by the past but it helped him be humble even when he became the apostle to the gentiles. 
Memories of Failure

There are people who are bound by the past events and those who are set free from self-importance by the past failures.

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  1Timothy 1:12-13
Paul was one of those who were responsible for the death of Stephen, first martyr for the Christian church and he was leader of the feverish persecution of the church until he met Jesus on the Damascus Road.
God delights in reserving His most glorious tasks for the most undeserving.

e.g. Moses: He was 80 years old and was tending a handful of his father-in-laws’ sheep in the backside of the desert when God called him.  When you consider the fact that this guy began his life in the palace of the most powerful monarch at the time he really fell low from such height.  Somebody> Nobody > Nobody in God’s Hand
Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, Matthew 20:26

e.g. Hieu and The Open Corner
General Jonathan Wainwright was the only captured general in WWII by Japanese.  In spite of General McArthur’s order not to give up, he had to surrender for the lives of many soldiers under him.  He was the only POW general in Mongolia for the balance of the war.  Emaciated and frail general was released from the POW camp to join the “Unconditional Surrender Ceremony of Japan” with General McArthur along with many generals of the war.   All the generals and brigadier were joking for a position of importance but General Wainwright was embarrassed to be there because of his failure of letting his boss down.  When the photo moment came for the signing of the document General McArthur chose only two generals to stand behind him. One was captured General Wainwright.

Have you failed before?  Well, join the company!  
All of us have failed one time or another.  But failure cannot keep us down in Christ.  
Failure in Christians’ life is to remind us that God did not choose to love us because of our ability or all-togetherness but out of His pure delight and love.  
When we go to heaven Christ will seek us out for the valiant effort you have made on earth, even if you may have failed many times before.

Manifold Wisdom of God:

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  1 Corinthians 1:27

So God chose Paul the renowned self-righteous Pharisee of the Pharisees who zealously persecuted the church and humbled him in order to use him for the instrument of His glory. 

Since God chooses the weak in order to accomplish the greatest works if we want to accomplish the great task we also need to become weak.  The choice is before us whether to become strong according to the standards of the world or become weak so that God can use us.  

The temptation to become strong is always before us:  To be self-reliant, self-sufficient and self-righteous are being strong in the worldly sense.  We are taught to be self-sufficient and confident ever since we are small children.
God quickly weans us off of our reliance on self and other people and teaches us to depend on God and His ways in order to use us for His Kingdom.
Self-Righteousness: Sense of Entitlement (Luke 15: 29), Religious Spirit and often live in the past religious accomplishment (old wine: instrument of insult)
Self-Sufficiency: No acknowledgement of God’s favor.  I can do without God but I am helping the church out of the goodness of my heart.

God is glorified only when His children do God’s Work with God’s Power in God’s Way in God’s Time.

We become weak in the eyes of the world, when we try to do God’s work, with God’s power in God’s way at God’s time then He becomes strong in us to accomplish His work in His Way then and only then it becomes God’s glory.

Even Jesus’ most powerful hour of His life on earth was when He was the weakest on that cross yielding completely to the Will of God the Father.  
Then, how much more sinful people like us when we yield to the Will of God the Father through the quickening of the Holy Spirit can we accomplish the greatest mission of our lives.

CONCLUSION & APPLICATION

Prophetic Church
Why a prophetic church?

Paul is saying that the church also has to become weak (dwell in God’s Grace) in order to be used by God to accomplish the magnificent work of being prophetic church.  
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, Ephesians 3:10

Thus, church by just being a church made up of both Jews and Gentiles in unity, is a proof positive of God’s manifold wisdom however, the plan of God does not stop there.
God’s intent was to lift up the church made of all kinds of ordinary people with all kinds of weaknesses to show forth His magnificent glory and subdue the opposing powerful and arrogant demons in spiritual realm.  
The real strength of the church is its reliance on the Holy Spirit; we need to engage in the battle on our knees.  This is the job description of the church of Jesus Christ.   What are we doing that reveals the manifold wisdom of God to the spiritual realm?
Fivefold Ministry Imparted by Jesus before His Ascension 
(Prophets, Pastors, Teachers) Church that is filled with both written and spoken word of God is a powerful proof that the back of the enemy is broken at the cross.  Our church needs to be filled with the life-giving word of God in every meeting where people come together for worship, fellowship and just hanging out.  We don’t need people to go from conference to conference for prophetic words while not paying attention to the daily spiritual life and ministry.
Salvation and Discipleship

(Evangelist) There is nothing more powerful in the spiritual realm than saving a soul.  When we share the good news with people we are treading right on the enemy turf and Holy Spirit snatches that soul right out of the hands of the wicked one. It is not only saving souls but also equipping them to win more souls that lands heavy blow to the enemy and his glory, death. 

Filling of Holy Spirit

(Apostles) Presence of God in our midst of ordinary people is the best convincing proof of God’s wisdom.  Seek to be filled with the power from above, the seal of the Holy Spirit.
Threefold ministry of Jesus has to be carried out at the Church of Southland:
1. Proclamation of the Kingdom of God

2. Healing: Affection and compassion of Christ as well as His power are evident through healing ministry. People are broken physically due to many reasons but many are due to bondage of hurtful habits.  People are emotionally broken due to past hurts that are not properly dealt with.  We need to be the healing hand for those who are broken.  

3. Deliverance from the Evil Spirit: Finally, people are broken due to confusion in the spirit and they need to be delivered from the evil one to live in freedom.
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. John 14:12 (NASB95)
Are you ready for this?  With all our problems and weaknesses, we can throw a major blow to our enemy therefore, prophetically proclaiming the manifold wisdom of our God by the power of the Holy Spirit.  And God will cover your needs.
Why Jesus’ going to the Father enable us to do greater things than what Jesus did on earth?

First, that means Jesus has delivered us from the clutches of the evil one by going to the cross making us acceptable to God the Father.

Secondly, When Jesus returns to the Father, Holy Spirit is sent to each and every one of us who believes.

e.g. Drs. Sooho & Soowha
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