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Ephesians 4:11-12
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

I sense this year that God wants to equip us.

God wants equip us for a greater love and intimacy.

He wants to equip us with the Word of God!

He wants to equip us to build strong relationships and marriages.

He wants to equip us to build up our families.

He wants to equip us with our spiritual gifts.

He wants to equip us to build up our spirits and heal our souls.  

He wants to equip us so we can build up our church.

God has called some individuals with certain gifts that enable them to lead with certain offices and functions in this Body of Christ.

Office or Function?

Are there an office of an apostle or an office of a prophet or is it just a function?

Apostle versus apostolic.

Prophet versus prophetic.

Evangelist versus evangelistic.

Pastor versus pastoral.

Two reasons I believe it’s a real office and not just a function.

1. The figure of speech used in this passage is a masculine noun.  It describes a person not a function.  Apostolos, Prophetes, Euangelistes, Poimen, Didaskalos.

2. Verse 13

until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

If you take the position that this is not an office but a function then you have to also take the position that the church is fully united, fully knowledgeable, fully mature, and measures up fully to the fullness of Christ.  No!

Honestly, I find it quite hypocritical of Bible teachers and churches to recognize offices of Pastor, Evangelist, and Teacher but have a very difficult time recognizing Apostles and Prophets.  

Meeting with Chuck Pierce and C. Peter Wagner in Dallas.

What do these people do?

They equip the saints.

Equip – to render, to mend what is broken, to repair, to fit out, put in order, arrange, adjust, to strengthen, perfect, complete.

Best definition – to make one what he or she ought to be.

What do the saints do?

They work and serve to build up the body of Christ.

Building up – oikodome.  Build a house into a home.  We may move into a house or dwelling but it takes time to build a home.

Whatever is built in order to make it last there has to be two essential elements:

1. God has to build it.

Psalm 127:1

Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain.

2.  It must have a solid foundation.

Luke 6:47-48

Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.

God is building this house into a home.  

1 Corinthians 4:16

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

Our foundation must be intimacy with Christ.

A vibrant, intimate relationship with God should be the goal of every believer.  Out of this relationship everything flows. 

You can get as close to Jesus as you want to.                                                   

James 4:8                                                    

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 

Do you know the person I think about when I think about intimacy?  It may surprise you.  It’s the woman of Luke 7.

Luke 7:36-50

Facts:

1. Enters the house of men who despise her – no fear of man.

2. Standing behind Jesus – humility

3. Tears, hair, kisses, perfume – tools of the trade now used in worship – total redemption

Totally forgiven.  Some scholars say she is the woman of John 8 who was caught in the act of adultery.

She is real.  Unbinds her hair, which in that time was a sign of her being a prostitute.

So in love with Jesus that the whole world – even her enemies just melts away.

Such a singular purpose – loving Jesus.

During the depression there was a field which was a sheep ranch owned by a man named Yates. Mr. Yates wasn't able to make enough on his ranching operation to pay the principal and interest on the mortgage, so he was in danger of losing his ranch. With little money for clothes or food, his family (like many others) had to live on government subsidy. 

Day after day, as he grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas hills, he was greatly troubled about how he would pay his bills. Then a seismographic crew from an oil company came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. They asked permission to drill a wildcat well, and he signed a lease contract. 

At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many subsequent wells were more than twice as large. In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a government test of one of the wells showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a day. 

And Mr. Yates owned it all. The day he purchased the land he had received the oil and mineral rights. Yet, he'd been living on relief. A multimillionaire living in poverty. The problem? He didn't know the oil was there even though he owned it. 
The moral of the story – you may be sitting on something so impactful, yet totally unaware because you are looking at your circumstances instead of what God has planned for you deep inside of you. 

There is a relationship with God that is so deep, so personal, so liberating, so insightful, so wonderful, so soothing, so dynamic, so beautiful that is waiting for you.

All that is asked for is for us to focus ourselves on Him, give Him some time, and to do His will and God will dig the well of our hearts and out will come oil!
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