
Intro
	The one who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
Revelation 2:29 NASB


Come Holy Spirit!
The last few weeks, P. Sam has been sharing on some topics that he believes the Holy Spirit is speaking to Solomon’s Porch.
Some things that maybe we have been ignoring in our spiritual walk, some things that He
wants us to grow in, and possibly some things He wants us to stop doing.
Can be summed up in reordering our time, talents and treasure.
Today I believe He wants to speak to us about Evangelism.
Evangelism is more commonly known as “sharing our faith”.
Last week P. Samuel Navarro shared with us on The Father’s Mission for us to be Witnesses. Continuing from P. Samuel’s message, I wanted to get a little more specific with sharing our faith. Over the last week, I’ve done some market research and had discussions with different church members about the challenges they face with sharing their faith.
Today I will share the three different questions that came up during the discussions.


	Q1. What’s challenging about sharing your faith at work?


Answer 1: I don’t share faith, otherwise people will expect me to act like a Christian.
Response: I understand that you don’t want people to find out, otherwise they might think you are being a hypocrite.
But, even if no one finds out that you are a Christian, you are a Christian.
	but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
Acts 1:8


We are called to be a witness.
Our lives are the evidence of our witness.
A witness to what God has done, and is doing in our lives.
So if you’re worried that you're not perfect, that’s kinda the point. That’s why we are in need of a savior. But, we should still be trying our best to live a life that pleases God, while realizing we can’t do it without Him.
Answer 2: Sharing about my faith at work feels awkward/inappropriate.
· Usually it’s in a group, and it’s not the right place for it.
· Even getting more personal is difficult
· But people know I’m a Christian. They know I go to church.
· I try to model what a Christian is, and hopefully they’ll notice something different about me, and engage me to find out what that is. Then I can invite them to church.
Response:
	Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to follow all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20 NASB95


When I think of a disciple, I think of Jesus and his disciples.
· Jesus shared with them and taught them
· They ate together
· They lived life together
· They had many adventures together
· They were committed to each other
	Discipleship is a committed long term relationship!


It is not, go and make coverts.
It is, go and make disciples.
We need to change our mindset.
The goal is not just to share information, it is to share our lives.
If you establish a relationship, they may come to church out of relationship.
Right now there is an amazing opportunity: Alpha Course
· You invite people to join, and it’s encouraged that you come with them.
· It starts with food, video teaching, and then discussion.
· If you come, then you can engage more during the week.
· Not really sure how to go about the discipleship process, go through Alpha and you will see.
I know what you’re thinking. Alpha/making disciples. I’m not sure I can make that type of commitment.
	Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to follow all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20 NASB95


Jesus saids Go!
When I tell my kids, GO brush your teeth. I mean now. I’m saying it’s late, stop what you’re doing, and prioritize it now.
Go means we need to prioritize it.
Go means do it!
Why the urgency?


	Q2. What’s challenging about sharing your faith with your family/friends?


Answer: I don’t want to impose on them.
· The know I’m a Christian
· They know I go to church
· I’ve invited them to church before. But they said no.
Response: 
Why the urgency? Why can’t we be passive? Why can't we say we’ve tried? The wages of sin is death. And without Jesus to save us, the consequence is hell. 
The Bible describes hell as:
· A place of “black darkness” (2 Peter 2.17).
· A place of “outer darkness” where “weeping and gnashing of teeth” is all that will be heard (Matt. 25.30).
· It is “a lake that burns with fire and sulfur” (Rev. 21.8).
· A prison of everlasting chains from which there is no hope of release (Jude 6).
· A furnace of conscious torment where the fire never goes out (Matt. 13.49-50).
· A place of excruciating misery where the worm does not die (Mark 9.47-48).
· A place of agonizing thirst that can never be quenched (Luke 16.22-24).
Hell is a horrifying place. Maybe because Jesus has conquered sin in our lives, we take hell for granted. It’s like us being safe in HK and going about our normal day to day lives, but there are wars happening in Ukraine, there’s a war happening in Israel. People are suffering. But this suffering doesn’t compare to the suffering that is described in hell.
	“I’ve always said that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that at all. If you believe that there’s a heaven and a hell, and people could be going to hell or not getting eternal life, and you think that it’s not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward—and atheists who think people shouldn’t proselytize and who say just leave me alone and keep your religion to yourself—how much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?
“I mean, if I believed, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t believe that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I tackle you. And this is more important than that.”
- Penn Jillette


So if you’re worried about imposing, if you’re worried about offending, remember what is at stake.
What’s come up from my market research, the extent of people sharing their faith was an invitation to church. When I asked if they shared the Gospel, shared who Jesus is, and what he did on the cross, none had. The reason was they didn’t really know what to say, so that it would be understandable and relatable.


	Q3. How do I share about Jesus so that it’s relatable?


Pickup lines:
· What are you doing this weekend?
· How do you deal with stress?
· My goto is that I just ask people what they do for work.
You’re not making a presentation, you are having a conversation.
Some questions that get the conversation going:
· What do you think Christianity is?
· Are you familiar with Jesus and what he did?
· Why is Jesus so significant?
· Why is the cross so significant?
	There are three things you are trying to convey:
1. Our need to be saved
2. What Jesus does to save us
3. What happens when we accept Jesus




	1. Our Need to be Saved


If you can’t establish the need, why would they need a savior?
Could it be that when you invite people to church the reason they turn you down is because you haven’t been able to establish the need. You tell everyone you know to check join Alpha without communicating why they need to, why would they?
How do we do that?
I loosely make use of the Ray Comfort method. He is a street evangelist.
I say loosely, because you need to discern the circumstances. He has the gift of evangelism, I do not. But making use of the 10 commandments, he is able to establish the need.


	2. What Jesus did to save us


·  If you are in court, and someone pays your fine, the Judge can let you go.
· You are guilty of speeding, and there are a stack of fines, but if someone pays it, you are free to go. It is legal and just.
· Jesus died on the cross for our sins So we are no longer obligated to pay for the wages of sin with our life, as Jesus did so with his life.


	3. What happens when we accept Jesus


· Your sins are forgiven and you have eternal life.
· You receive the presence of God and he transforms your life.
· Personal testimony - Witness
· God is real! It’s a relationship.
· I don’t have to bear things on my own.
· It’s changed my life
· I’ve never had to worry about my future or finances.


Conclusion
It’s at this point, where it would be appropriate to invite them to church or Alpha.
How do you know if it is the right time to lead them through the sinner’s prayer? They will ask you if they are interested.
Let Go! Let’s prioritize sharing our faith.

