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Revelation 2:29


He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Come Holy Spirit!

The next few weeks I will share on some topics that I believe the Holy Spirit is speaking to Solomon's Porch Hong Kong.

Some things that maybe we have been ignoring in our spiritual walk, some things that He wants us to grow in, and possibly some things He wants us to stop doing.

Can be summed up in reordering our time, talents and treasure.

Today I believe He wants to speak to us about House Church.

Is it possible because of such a limited understanding to not benefit fully from something?

· Car trunk compartment

· Stevie and sound on cable box

Most people do not fully benefit because of limited understanding.

House Church is like that...People ask, why should I go?  What will I get out of it?

I believe house church is at times misunderstood. As a result most people are not benefiting from one of God's greatest blessings to His church.

House Church is modeled after the early Church.

Acts 2:42

They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
They were with one mind in the temple then they broke out into smaller communities breaking bread from house to house.

Early church devoted themselves to:

1. Apostles’ teaching

2. Breaking bread - worship

3. Prayer

4. Fellowship

Ralph Neighbor

· Welcome – Fellowship.  A place of Belonging.

· Worship – Breaking of bread (thanksgiving).  A place of Beholding.

· Word – Apostle’s teaching.  A place of Believing.

· Work – Prayer, ministry.  A place of Body Building.

Revelation 2:7a


He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

What is the Holy Spirit saying about house church?  

If drawing closer to God and maturing as a believer is important to you then it is imperative that you be part of the body.

Christianity was not meant to be lived in isolation.  The enemy wants to isolate you so he can devour you.  

Hebrews 10:24-25

Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

The New Testament is full of language about community and doing life together.  Over fifty times in the New Testament the phrases “one another” or “each other” are used. We are commanded to love each other, pray for each other, encourage each other, admonish each other, greet each other, serve each other, teach each other, accept each other, honor each other, bear each other’s burdens, forgive each other, submit to each other, be devoted to each other and many other mutual tasks. This is biblical Christianity!  

We need to ask those who attend our services, “Who are you doing these with?”

1. House Church can provide brothers and sisters who can encourage you.

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

We all need encouragement.

William Arthur Ward


Flatter me, and I may not believe you.  

Criticize me, and I may not like you.  

Ignore me, and I may not forgive you.  

Encourage me, and I will not forget you.

Conversation with Lisa – why don’t you encourage me more?  You encourage yourself plenty.

House Church provides a great venue where we can root for each other, pray for each other, minister to each other, and encourage each other.

LeBron joined the Lakers I was having a crisis.  I decided that we were on the same team even though I didn’t like him that much so that changed my behavior towards him.

Brothers and sisters – we are on the same team.  Let’s root for each other.

2. House Church can provide brothers and sisters who can challenge you.

Jeremiah 17:9

The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it?

We all have blind spots.  We all have areas of our lives that can be made better but we may be unaware of.

Rick and Tommy were both my roommates after college when I was the Campus Pastor at Vanguard.  Was dating a girl that especially Tommy didn’t like.  I couldn’t see what he saw.  It was my blind spot.

Psalm 26:2


Examine me, O Lord, and try me; test my mind and my heart.

This should be our prayer.

3. House Church can provide brothers and sisters who can lead you.

We are all at different stages of our spiritual journey.  House Church is a great way to meet people along those different stages and to help each other to grow in the grace of knowledge of Jesus Christ.

We can learn from each other and help lead each other.

There is certainly a mature house church leader who may take the initiative in leading and setting the boundaries but I believe a healthy church community learns from each other.

EG class – one of our sisters shared something so deep and sweet.  Instead of trying to manage her son she learned to just delight in him, not looking at parenting as utilitarian but as a delight.  Learned so much

I said this last week but it’s worthy to be mentioned again.

Don’t say I don’t have time to go.  Just say correctly, it doesn’t mean that much to me.

You make time for what’s important to you.

Galatians 6:10

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

This week we have an opportunity to enter into an amazing community of believers in a small group and learn grow together as a family.
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