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Jonah 3:1-10

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.”  So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord.  Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days’ walk.  Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk; and he cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”

Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them.  When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered [himself] with sackcloth and sat on the ashes.

He issued a proclamation and it said, “In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water.  “But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.  “Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish.”

When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not do it.

Jesus Movement

Started in California in the late 60’s and lasted until about the early 80’s.  Opened the church up to youth culture and contemporary Christian music.

During the 60’s and early 70’s many younger generations turned away from the traditional lifestyles they were told to live and started living what they called counter-cultural lifestyles.  Sex, drugs, eastern religions that all eventually led them to confusion and brokenness.  In that place they found Jesus.  Many hippies testified they found peace after turning to Jesus.

The Charismatic movement was in full swing with mainline Protestant and Catholics experiencing book of Acts like experiences, including speaking in tongues.

The call was to bring the church back to a more biblically accurate version of Christianity and the restoration of spiritual gifts to the church.

Mass impromptu baptisms at Corona Del Mar state beach, hippie preachers, anointed music.

Only revival movement that was not preceded by a prayer movement.  It’s been said that God answered the prayers of a million mothers.

Society was in bad shape.  Free drugs, free sex, and anti-authority.  Kids were dropping out of school and partying from concert to concert and then God moved.

Calvary Chapel, Victory Outreach, Vineyard churches, Jews for Jesus, Campus Crusade for Christ, FCA, and Intervarsity were all impacted or started through the Jesus Movement.

As I personally wrap up this series on revival I want to talk about personal revival.  How can I experience revival?  God lead me to the book of Jonah – the greatest single revival in the Bible.  Jonah spoke 8 words and 120,000 were saved.  Greatest revivalist in the Bible.

Jonah 1:1-3

The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, “Arise, go to Ninevah the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.”  But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.  So he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

1. Revival is needed because we may be running away from something.

Is God asking you to do something that you are avoiding?  Is there an assignment that you are running away from and procrastinating?

Is there someone that you know you are to forgive?

A colleague that you are supposed to witness to?

Jonah hears the word of the Lord and because of his hatred for the Ninevites, he goes the opposite way.  So foolish to think he can run away from the presence of God.  

Psalm 139:7-8

Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.

We all have a tendency to run away to our Tarshish.  When it gets too tough to want to hide like Jonah does in a ship.

My senior year of uni when I sensed God calling me into ministry.  1992 came to HK then back for my senior year.  Knew that I would serve God but my thought was to do it as a successful businessman and then when I got close to retiring I would go all in.  

Jonah 2:1


Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish.

2. Revival starts with a prayer.

Instead of running away or hiding, the most honest thing for us to do is to pray.  The truth is we can’t do it on our own, we need to call upon the God who can help us.

1 Peter 5:7


casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Jeremiah 33:3

Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.

I remember early in my Christian life I went to an overnight prayer mountain retreat and was so touched by God.  I came home and my mom asked me how it went.  As I was telling her all the wonderful things God had done for me she said she knew it because dad was praying so hard for me.  I was blown away and recognized the power of intercessory prayer.

We need to simply learn to pray.

Two men were talking together…

Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep.  And if I die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.

Jonah 2:9

But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving.  That which I have vowed I will pay.  Salvation is from the Lord.

3. Revival comes when we surrender and obey.

Jonah surrenders in the belly of the fish.  The fish vomits him out and then he gets up and obeys the Lord.

The result?  The king orders a decree for everyone to fast, even the livestock and 120,000 are saved.

You never know what is at the other end of your obedience.  So many victories awaiting you.

Roger Staubach, quarterback for the Dallas Cowboys didn’t call his own plays and that bothered him.  He felt he should be able to run his offense.  Even though he regarded Coach Laundry as a genius, his pride said he should be able to run his own team.

I faced up to the issue of obedience.  Once I learned to obey there was harmony, fulfillment, and victory.

Peter T Forsythe


The first duty of every soul is to find not its freedom but its Master.

Acts 3:19

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;

God wants to bring times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.
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