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Philippians 3:4-7
Although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh.  If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

Message

Even though we can list what many might think are impressive credentials.  You know my pedigree: a legitimate birth, circumcised on the eighth day; an Israelite from the elite tribe of Benjamin; a strict and devout adherent to God’s law; a fiery defender of the purity of my religion, even to the point of persecuting the church; a meticulous observer of everything set down in God’s law Book.

The very credentials these people are waving around as something special, I’m tearing up and throwing out with the trash—along with everything else I used to take credit for.  And why?  Because of Christ.

General Pershing announced a victory parade through the streets of Paris at the end of WW1.  Had to have a good record and be at least 186cm.

American troop were excited but no one knew what 186cm was.  They all compared each other.

Then the officer came and put the mark on the wall, even the tallest man in the troop fell short.

When men compare themselves with themselves, some thought they were tall enough to qualify.  But when the standard came, it proved that no one qualified.

A common belief is that you get to heaven by being a good person.  People who believe that compare themselves to others.

· I’m better than my neighbor who is home today.  I’m at church.

· I don’t hit my wife – I yell at her a lot but don’t hit her.

· I don’t gamble – in Macau I play the slots.

How good does a person have to be?

Luke 18:18-19

A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.

If you ask the wrong question you will always get the wrong answer.

Paul warns against the Judaizers – those who said if you wanted to be a Christian you must first be a Jew.

They put their confidence in the flesh.

Paul was more qualified than they were.  What were his qualifications?

1. By Birthright

· Circumcision on 8th day in accordance to the Law.

· Descendent of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – heir of covenant.

· Benjamin – first king (Saul), part of faithful Judah, Jerusalem within its boundaries.

· Hebrew – compared with those who mingled in Greek culture Paul remained pure.  Retaining the language and culture.

2. By Lifestyle

· Pharisee – elite sect, the Separated Ones. Whole life was about keeping the Law.  

· Persecutor of the church – not just an intellectual objection to heresy but also an active persecutor.

· Blameless – very common idea in 1st Century.  

What these things were gain to me Paul counted as loss.

They were loss because these things were what would have given Paul confidence in the flesh.

What he lost was his standing among the Pharisees but what he gained was a standing before the Lord.

What he lost was his self-righteousness but what he gained was the righteousness of Christ Jesus.

In the 1730’s in England, a young man named George Whitefield desperately wanted to be right before God.  As a student at Oxford he was part of the Holy Club along with John and Charles Wesley.  

· They woke up early every day for lengthy devotions.  

· They disciplined themselves so as not to waste a minute of their day. 

· They journal every night examining and condemning every fault of theirs.

· Fasted every Wed and Fri and set aside Sat to prepare for the Lord’s day.

· Visited prisons, gave money for children’s education

· Witnessed daily.

He nearly ruined his health by going out in cold weather lying prostrate before God for hours crying out for deliverance from sin and Satan.

He lies in bed for 7 weeks sick, praying, confessing his sins and reading his Greek NT.  By his own admission, he was not saved because he was trusting in all these things to save him.

Arnold Dallimore, George Whitefield
In a sense of utter desperation, in rejection of all self-trust, he cast his soul on the mercy of God through Jesus Christ, and a ray of faith, granted him from above, assured him he would not be cast out.

He was filled with joy; his burden of sin was lifted.  He went on to become the great evangelist of the Great Awakening.

We must all come to this same place.  We throw away all of our trust in our own human merit and cling to Jesus as our only basis for acceptance with God.  When we lose our pride and self-trust in what we have done in exchange for Christ and what He has done – we gain everything!

Why did Paul count all as loss?  Because he knew you could not trust in your birthright or lifestyle to be approved by God.  Only a simple trust in Jesus Christ.

The gospel is not about what you have done but what Christ has done for you.
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