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Mark 5:6
	Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him;
Mark 5:22
One of the synagogue officials named Jairus came up, and on seeing Him, fell at His feet and implored Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her, so that she will get well and live.
Mark 5:33
But the woman fearing and trembling, aware of what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth.

I’ve been personally going through a study of Mark and was so blessed by what I saw in chapter 5 that I just wanted to share it with you.
Mark 5 is centered on Jesus’ encounter with 3 very different people in very different circumstances.  
Each person Jesus touches is being held captive – demon, disease, and death – the 3 horrible D’s.  
This basically sums up what we will be against in the next few years.  Demons, disease, and death.

Background:
They have come ashore after a demonic storm with a boat full of water and the disciples terrified by the storm and by Jesus’ power.
Region of the Geresenes lies on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee in the area of the Decapolis, 10 cities.  A nearby city is called Gadara thus Matthew calls this Gadarenes.  This is primarily a Gentile region thus the pigs.  

1.  Jesus has power over demons

This man is totally demonized – feats of strength, howling at the moon, cutting himself (1 Kings 18:28 – Baal priests with Elijah).  
Jesus’ presence causes the demonic forces to attack.  
Don’t freak out when someone is manifesting.  They are not going in they are coming out.  We have no idea what it takes to take a demonic presence who succeeds in hiddenness to come out and reveal themselves.
Roger “Verbal” Kint (Keyser Soze), The Usual Suspects
The greatest trick the Devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn’t exist.

Even the demons acknowledge He is the Son of God but then their next request is peculiar – don’t torture us.  Perhaps they are thinking Jesus will retaliate for the earlier attack on the lake.  
Matthew 8:29 account gives a fuller quote:
Have you come to torment us before the time?
Demons spend the rest of their days knowing that a time has been appointed for their destruction.  
Romans 16:20 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  
They are on death row just waiting…
Jesus asks their name.  Notice the demon’s confusion.  My name is…we are.  Possibly both man and demons speaking.  
Notice it says that Jesus had been saying to the demons to come out of him.  It took more than one time.  So many non-Charismatics put standards on ministry that even Jesus didn’t uphold.  
Legion is a military term for a fighting force of up to 6000 troops.  What the demon is communicating is if a rumble is going down they will win but their veiled threat is no match and quickly succumb to Jesus’ authority.  
A wild animal with no teeth or claws – no weapons.
Isaiah 54:17
No weapon formed against you will succeed; and you will condemn every tongue that accuses you in judgment.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me, declares the Lord.
1 John 4:4
You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.
Argentina witch doctor.
FEAR – False Evidence Appearing Real

They beg to stay in the area – possible territorial spirits?  They are given permission by Jesus to enter the pigs and then the pigs drown.  Perhaps Satan was trying to intimidate Jesus.  He does to the pigs what he wanted to do to Jesus in the storm.  
The death of the pigs demonstrates the ultimate aim of demonic activity – first is to mar the image of God in the person and ultimately death.  What happened to the pigs was what would have eventually happened to the man.  Instantly the man is normal again.  

This freaks out the people and they are afraid.  The revelation of Jesus’ absolute authority elicits fear.  They beg Him to leave and sadly He does.  
With all of Jesus’ authority He still doesn’t violate our free will.

Jesus has power over demons.

2.  Jesus has power over disease

They get into the boat and crossed over to the other side.  The 2nd person to bow down before Jesus.  Jairus, a synagogue official desperately approaches Jesus because his daughter is dying.  
While they are walking to his home the 3rd person bows down before Jesus touching His tallit – prayer shawl.  
Mark tells us that she has had vaginal bleeding for 12 years and spent all her money on doctors but she is worse.  One of the ancient cures was to eat grains of oat in the cattle’s dung and eat it.  No wonder she is sicker.  
She takes a great risk and touches Him which according their tradition would have made Jesus unclean.  
· Unclean touches clean man – clean man becomes unclean.  
· Unclean touches Jesus and unclean becomes clean.  

She has been totally cut off from life for 12 years.  
Jesus noticed power came out of Him and finds the lady and calls her, “Daughter” an affectionate family term that Jesus uses only here, thugataer – daughter of God, acceptable to God rejoicing in God’s peculiar care and protection.
Think about this, Jesus doesn’t even call His mother Mom but only once calls someone His daughter – this older lady who has been thoroughly rejected.
Here is this lady who has been rejected by her family, nation, and religion because of her sickness and Jesus calls her His daughter who is accepted by God.

Jesus has power over disease.

3. Jesus has power over death

Let’s go back to Jairus.  He is the chief official of the synagogue which means he is responsible for overseeing the building and details of the service.
The delay is catastrophic for Jairus because his daughter has now died.  
Listen carefully to the men’s words, “why trouble the Teacher anymore?”  
When the child was sick Jesus could heal her but now she was dead no need for Him anymore.  They all presumed that Jesus’ power doesn’t work on the dead.  

As they approach the house people are wailing in mourning and Jesus asks why since she is only asleep.  
Jesus speaks His native language, Aramaic and tenderly says, “Little girl, I say to you arise.”
To Jesus death is just sleep.  Let’s get some perspective.
We will all fall asleep and be awakened by the sound of His voice.  
This is why we as Christians should not fear death – it’s just a nap.
This narrative of death being just sleep was used throughout the New Testament
1 Thessalonians 4:13
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope.
1 Corinthians 15:6
After that He appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep.
Acts 7:60
Then he fell on his knees and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”  Having said this, he fell asleep.
What an incredible perspective.  This is our Christian hope.  
When I said goodbye to my beloved mother some 13 years ago and Juanita earlier this year I kissed them and told them I will see them again soon when we all awake from our naps.

Jesus has power over death.
1 Corinthians 15:54-57
But when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written: “DEATH HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP in victory.  WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY?  WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR STING?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the Law, but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Juxtaposed is two stories about two daughters – Jairus’ daughter and God’s daughter.  Just as concerned as Jairus is with his daughter, God has concern for all His daughters and so should Jairus as the chief of the synagogue.  

I don’t know what 2022 holds for you but if its anything like 2021 it will be filled with demonic attacks, disease, and maybe even death.  We need to respond just like these three people responded.  Fall on our knees before Jesus.
Notice all three find what they need at Jesus’ feet.  Wow!

SPHK – you gotta get on your knees.  Cry out to God and find mercy and help.  You will find what you need to overcome demons, disease, and death – at the feet of Jesus!

1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
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